
ROSIE 
the riveter

MILITARY /ARMED SERVICES TERMS

• bugle – NOUN, a musical instrument like 
a trumpet that is used especially for giving 
military signals.

• private – NOUN, a lowest ranking  
enlisted person in the army or marines.

• sergeant – NOUN, an officer in the army, 
air force, or marines.

• reveille – NOUN, a signal given on a 
musical instrument (such as a bugle or 
drum) in the early morning to call soliders 
or sailors to duty. He awoke  
at reveille. 

• arsenal – NOUN, a collection of weaspons 
OR a group of things or people that are 
available to be used. Doctors have a broad 
arsenal of medicines to choose from.

• patriotic – ADJECTIVE, having or showing 
great love and support for your country : 
having or showing patriotism. A patriotic 
mood swept the country

• newsreel – NOUN, a short film that reported 
the news and that was shown in theaters in 
the past. We watch old newsreels from World 
War II.

• telegram – NOUN, a message that is sent 
by telegraph. TELEGRAPH: an old-fashioned 
system of sending messages  
over long distances by using wires and 
electrical signals.

• to recruit – VERB, to find suitable people and 
get them to join a company, an organization, 
the armed forces, etc.  
The teacher was busy recruiting students  
for the school musical.

• rivet – NOUN, a special kind of metal bolt 
or pin that is used to hold pieces of metal 
together.  VERB, to fasten (something) with 
rivets OR to attract and hold all of someone’s 
attention.

• bucking bar – NOUN, a special tool used 
when riveting. A bucking bar is used on the 
backside of a metal rivet to counter the force 
of the hammering on the other side.

• fuselage – NOUN, the main part of an 
airplane : the part of an airplane that  
holds the crew, passengers, and cargo.

Vocabulary and Important Terms

• President Franklin D. Roosevelt – the 32nd 
President of the United States who led the country 
during most of World War II.

• Uncle Sam – the American government, nation, or 
people pictured or thought of as a person. Uncle 
Sam wants you to join the Army!

• Pearl Harbor – A United States Naval base in 
Hawai’i.  The attack on Pearl Harbor by the 
Empire of Japan on December 7, 1941, brought 
the United States into World War II

• The Boeing Company – a major American 
aerospace company, founded in 1916 by William 
E. Boeing in Seattle, Washington. During World 
War II, Boeing built a large number of B-17 and 
B-29 bombers—over  
350 planes each month.
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Vocabulary and Important Terms

patriotic -

PART OF SPEECH: 

newsreel -

PART OF SPEECH: 

telegram -

PART OF SPEECH: 

to recruit -

PART OF SPEECH: 

rivet -

PART OF SPEECH: 

bucking bar -

PART OF SPEECH: 

fuselage - (pronounced few-suh-LAJ )

PART OF SPEECH: 

FILL IN THE DEFINITION DRAW A PICTURE OF THE WORD or  
USE IT IN A COMPLETE SENTENCE



NAME         DATE    CLASS

bugle -

PART OF SPEECH: 

private -

PART OF SPEECH: 

sergeant -

PART OF SPEECH: 

reveille - (pronounced re-vuh-LEE)

PART OF SPEECH: 

arsenal -

PART OF SPEECH: 

FILL IN THE DEFINITION DRAW A PICTURE OF THE WORD or  
USE IT IN A COMPLETE SENTENCE

Specialized nouns used in the military and armed forces:

BONUS:

Do a quick search for information about the following important people and places...

President Franklin D. Roosevelt

Uncle Sam:

Pearl Harbor:

The Boeing Company:
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Imagine yourself as a wartime worker during the 1940s! Approximately 16 million 
servicemen joined the U.S. military forces to fight in World War II. The soldiers left their 
jobs behind, so wartime workers were desperately needed. Below you will see a list 
showing some of the jobs that women took on during the war. Which of these jobs 
would you have chosen if you had been a patriotic war worker during World War II?

WHICH JOB WOULD YOU DO?

Most of these jobs had traditionally been done by men. Use reference books or the internet to research some 
of the words below. Use proper research skills and look for reliable sources! See if you can figure out what 
these women did during World War II. What is a “keel welder,” for instance? What is a “whistle punk?”

What would your duties be when you came to work every day?  

Why do you suppose these jobs were considered suitable only for men at that time? 

BARBER
BUTCHER
TAXI DRIVER
RAILROAD TRACK TENDER
FOREST FIREFIGHTER
WHISTLE PUNK 
AERODYNAMIC ENGINEER
LUMBERJACK
MOTORMAN
BUS DRIVER
MILKMAN
POSTMAN
STEAM HAMMER OPERATOR
RADIO ENGINEER
ELECTRICAL ENGINEER
GEOLOGIST

GARBAGE COLLECTOR
FIREMAN
TINSMITH
TRAFFIC COP
TELEGRAPH OPERATOR
FLAGPOLE PAINTER
CONDUCTOR
BAGGAGEMAN
DRAWBRIDGE TENDER
CROSSING FLAGMAN
SURVEYOR

JOBS IN THE STEEL INDUSTRY

FLAME CUTTER
METALLURGICAL OBSERVER
BLACKSMITH’S HELPER
WELDER
CRANE OPERATOR
TOOL MACHINIST
ELECTRICAL HELPER
GRINDER
OILER
FOUNDRY HELPER
DRAW-BENCH OPERATOR
FURNACE OPERATOR
PACKER AND SHIPPER

JOBS IN THE SHIPYARD

KEEL WELDER
RIVETER
CARGO LOADER

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS IN COMPLETE SENTENCES. 
 USE THE INFORMATION YOU HAVE FOUND IN YOUR RESEARCH:
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Talk to some very important people: the women in your own family!  This could include 
your mother, your aunts, your sisters, your grandmother, or your great-grandmother – 
or any other female family member.

WHAT JOBS HAVE WOMEN IN YOUR FAMILY DONE?

INTERVIEW! Prepare a list of questions to ask about the jobs 
your relatives used to do. Here are a few examples:

1. What was the first job you ever had?

2. How many jobs have you had? Which would you most like to talk about?

3. What were your duties when you were on this job?  What did you do every day?

4. Who were your co-workers? How did you get along?  
How much did your job require you to cooperate with others?

5. What were the things you liked about your job?  Were there any things you disliked about it?

6. How long did you work at this job? What year did you begin and what year did you leave?

7. Did you need special training or education to perform this job?

8. Was this job your favorite or was there another one that you liked better?

9. Can you think of an interesting, funny, or strange story that happened while  
you were working at this job?

10.  If you could have performed any job in the world, what would you have liked to do most?

Take notes to help you remember how your relative answers these questions.  
You could even record the interview with a voice recorder, computer, or cell phone.

BONUS:

Write a short story about your relative based on the information you collected in the interview.
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CREATE YOUR OWN 
POSITIVE IMPACT POSTER!

During WWII, posters were used to 
convince people to help others.  The 
people that designed the posters wanted 
to make a positive impact on the world.

Think of something that you and your 
classmates could do to help your school 
or neighborhood become a better place.  
Now, imagine a poster that you could 
make that would help spread your idea.

ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS TO 
HELP YOU PLAN YOUR POSTER:

1. What is your idea or message?

2. What kind of people will see your poster? 

3. What words will you put on your poster?

4. What pictures or illustrations will 
you put on your poster?

5. How will you catch the attention 
of someone walking by?
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SCIENCE CONNECTION
The Anatomy of a Plane

In the play Rosie the Riveter, Rosie needs to quickly learn 
the parts of an airplane. This is important for the job she 
needs to do. Would you be able to do the same?
Read each definition and find each part on the diagram. 

ELEVATORS

POWER
PLANT

TAIL ASSEMBLY

FUSELAGE

AILERON

WING AILERON

LANDING
GEAR

FUSELAGE – The fuselage is like the skeleton or 
body of the airplane that holds all pieces together. 

POWER PLANT – The power plant is where the 
airplane creates its power.  This is usually an 
engine that keeps the plane moving.

WINGS – Wings create lift and allow the airplane 
to fly.

TAIL ASSEMBLY – The tail assembly keeps the nose 
of the plane from swinging side to side.

LANDING GEAR – These are the plane’s wheels. 
The landing gear absorb the shock of landing. 

AILERONS – These are flaps on the wings that help 
control the plane. They are located on the outer 
edge of each wing, they move up and down.

ELEVATOR – These are flaps located on the tail  
of the plan. They tilt the nose of the airplane up or 
down.

CHALLENGE: 
After learning about these parts, can you use your memory to find them on an airplane? 

Flip to the next page and find out!



LABEL EACH PART OF THE AIRPLANE!

Color each part  
with crayons or  
pencils. Use a  
different color  
for each.

Design your own plane! In the space below, draw a picture of a special airplane that you 
would build and fly. Make sure it includes all of the real parts of an airplane (even though you 
may design them differently). Have fun and be creative!

TAIL ASSEMBLY 
LANDING GEAR 
AILERONS 
ELEVATOR 

FUSELAGE 
POWERPLANT 
WINGS


